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POST-VISIT
LESSONS

Now that your students
are familiar with

wastewater treatment, it’s
time to put their new
knowledge to work

reducing the amount of
water going to the
treatment plant.

MATERIALS
NEEDED

Average Household
Water Use and, Home

Water Use hand outs (try
printing them on the back

of used paper to help
reduce and reuse)

HOME WATER AUDIT AND THE 5 RS
Adapted from The International Office for Water Education

The purpose of this activity is to help students understand that we all
can make a difference by reducing the amount of water that is sent to
the wastewater treatment plant. By using this audit at home, students
can start a conversation with the adults in their home about water
conservation and reducing the flow of wastewater.

Print out and copy both water use sheets for students to take home (try
using the back of used paper to help reduce and reuse).

Have the students complete the home water audit with help from adults
at home.

When finished with the audit form, students and their families should
think of ways to reduce the amount of water they use.
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AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD WATER USE

Average Water Volumes Required for Typical Activities

USE VOLUME OF WATER
(IN GALLONS)

Taking a Bath 35

Taking a Shower/minute 3 -- 5

Washing your Hands 2

Brushing your Teeth 2

Using a Washing Machine
Low Setting 20
High Setting 50

Washing Dishes
By Hand 10
By Machine 12

Flushing a Toilet 3 – 5

Drinking a Glass of Water or
Homemade Beverage 1/16



3

        HOME WATER USE       DAYS
DATA TABLE 1 2 3

Number of People in Family

Total Number of Baths

Total Number of Showers

Average Length of Showers

Number of Loads of Laundry, Low Setting

Number of Loads of Laundry, High Setting

Number of Dish Loads Washed by Hand

Number of Dish Loads Washed by
Machine
Number of Times Brushing Teeth

Number of Toilet Flushes

Number of Glasses of Water
or Homemade Beverage

Using the information on the “Average Household Water Use,” to calculate the amount of water
used for each of the 3 days.

Day 1 =________ gallons used    Day 2 = ________ gallons used    Day 3 =_______ gallons
used

Total up all three days =   _______ GALLONS USED

With help from your family, think of and list 3 ways you all can reduce the amount of water you use.
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POST-VISIT
LESSONS
GRADES 3 – 5

Now that your students
are familiar with

wastewater treatment and
TAGRO, it’s time to put
their new knowledge to

work.

MATERIALS
NEEDED

TAGRO classroom plant
growth experiment kit
provided by the City of
Tacoma’s Wastewater

Treatment Facility

WASTEWATER TREATMENT AND THE 5 RS

The purpose of this activity is to give students firsthand experience
experimenting with the natural plant food TAGRO. Students will help
reuse resources, reduce the amount of materials going to the landfill
from the wastewater treatment process and reduce the amount of
chemical fertilizer used in our community.

The EnviroChallenger coordinator will bring you a TAGRO classroom
growing experiment kit upon request.


